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Editorial comment: Keith Whisson
Walpara’s n.c.c.p.p. indigenous youth leadership project launch and celebrations
                             
sat 17th dec  quad park nicklin way, Warana
See page 4 for further details.
Beautiful, moving and inspirational---and Deadly!

The NIAOTA presentation of “Murdering Creek” at Nambour Civic Centre on 28th October


On arrival home from Nambour after attending the National Indigenous Academy Of Theatrical Arts presentation of Murdering Creek, I emailed Adrian and Darlene Ross (writer, presenter) and Kristy McKinless (performer and publicity contact) with the words “Beautiful, moving and inspirational”. I have added “Deadly” as it is true in every sense of the word.

Firstly, the performance. Adrian Ross demonstrated his great range of skills on a variety of didgeridoos, including two of multi-coloured blown glass, in a relaxed introduction to the theatrical music dance production which was to follow.
The production was a triumph. It combined modern dance from strong, graceful well trained Murri youth with insightful filmed monologues by cast members and big-screen, filmed sequences featuring the cast members to portray scenes unachievable on stage – particularly the multiple shootings in Murdering Creek.
A large and enthusiastic audience attended and it is a pity that there were not more performances. I have no doubt that word of mouth would have ensured further good attendances. It is certainly my wish that we see much more of these fine artists.
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 Lyndon             I come to deadly as in murder. Lyndon Davies in a lead role is a fine performer 

 Davies                                               and a descendant of the Gubbi Gubbi people of the Sunshine Coast. He is an 

              artist, story teller, dancer, didgeridoo performer and a cultural educator. He spoke    frankly and movingly of the oral history in his own family of the murderous events which gave  rise to this performance. In doing so he introduces the whole subject of the Aboriginal wars of the 19th and early 20th century – a tangled and still contentious web. 

These wars are as much part of our shared history as is ANZAC. If we do not confront them honestly, reconciliation is built on shaky ground. It is worth noting that South Africa chose to build its democracy on a forensic investigation of its racial history via the Truth and Reconciliation commission, chaired by Archbishop Tutu.
See below for some notes on the historical evidence of Murdering creek.
Murdering Creek

AS far as I know there is no written record contemporaneous to the events at Murdering Creek. A detailed account based on stories from the perpetrators appears in the book “Short cuts to Gympie Gold” by D W Bull. This is available in Caloundra Library Local Studies section, reference LS994.32BULL.
Local historians Frances and John Windolf have examined the historical record and dated the events to circa 1860-1870. John Windolf wrote “An evaluation of knowledge of the massacre of Murries at Murdering Creek”, for Maroochy Libraries Heritage Library in 2001. This is available at Maroochy Libraries. LS 305.89915 WIN. Frances and John Windolf also cover the subject in “An Island Surrounded by Land. The history of an earlier Coolum” which is available in Caloundra and Maroochydore libraries reference 994.32WIND at Caloundra and 994.325578WIN at Maroochydore.

The Windolfs also refer to a work by Ray Kerkhove. This is, “Sunshine Coast aboriginal culture before the white man.” Brisbane Foundation for Aboriginal and Islander Research Action 1986. This is available at Maroochy Libraries. LS305.89915KER. 


I have referred above to Lyndon Davies speaking of the events from the Gubbi Gubbi oral historical perspective. I don’t know whether this oral history has been placed on written record.

Reconciliation Group Meetings 27th   October and 24th November. 
At the October meeting Darren Manns gave an extensive report of progress of the WALPARA Indigenous Youth Leadership group. This group has held training sessions and a camp and prepared and served a meal at Nungeena under instruction from noted Indigenous chef Dale Chapman.

A three year project is planned to give 45 young people experience in event management and leadership to include mentoring of younger children in school holidays. The official WALPARA launch on Saturday 17th December is referred to elsewhere in this newsletter. 
It was suggested that SCRG could provide some mentoring to WALPARA and also attend their events.

The November meeting, being the last for 2005, was a social event with food to share.

Mick reported that he had attended a Ministerial Forum and had raised Reconciliation issues for consideration in 2006. He reported that there is extra Federal money for Aboriginal Schemes – transport, health etc and that we need to encourage groups to apply. There are complicated application procedures.
Mick and Keith reported on the annual general meeting of Reconciliation Queensland Incorporated, which they attended. The organisation is still reeling from withdrawal of funds. It was obliged to relinquish staff and premises but a substantial and dedicated group attended the meeting and all committee positions were filled under the stalwart leadership of co-chairs Auntie Joan Hendriks and Terry Tyler. At time of writing the report of this meeting is not available on the RQI website but keep checking www.rqi.org.au 
Keith reported that Tania Robinson and Elliot Anderson at Kawana Waters High School were conducting a mentoring program for Aboriginal students called ‘Mentor as Anything’. It is run on a voluntary basis with no formal qualification needed. Mentors and mentees meet at 12 noon on Fridays at Tania’s office then split up with their allocated partners to chat / play sport / play games / computers etc. At the end of each session there is a short debrief. They currently have 5 matched up but have other students who would benefit greatly from the program.  Free training sessions regarding procedures and guidelines are conducted by Elliot. Potential mentors should contact Tania or Elliot at Kawana High School or Tania on 0402630464. . 
Keith also reported that he had had requests from two parents of Aboriginal students at Talara Primary College for tutors for their children. He approached two tutors who had volunteered in year 2000 and they have commenced tutoring in the children’s homes.

Keith mentioned a new publication Macquarie Atlas of Indigenous Australia which is now available. Foreword is by Jackie Huggins, co-chair of Reconciliation Australia. Keith is to check on this as a resource for students and teachers. If it considered useful schools will be encouraged to purchase and our group will consider assistance if necessary. Cost is $80 per copy.
Following the attendance in October of Mick and Keith at the business forum at Parliament House, Keith reported in the October newsletter as follows 
“High powered speakers, Leigh Coleman and Mark Bromley from “Hillsong emerge”, spoke of their involvement in fostering Indigenous Australian micro enterprise development with the motto “giving people a hand up not a hand-out”. Their method of operation is to form close bonds with potential small business operators before business plans and ultimately finance are in place. As Hillsong emerge is not represented in Southern Queensland I see no ready benefits from this source. A web search identifies Hillsong as a fundamentalist church with a political agenda through the, “Assemblies of God in Australia” and the “Family First” political party”. 

The following is the opening of a speech given by Labor MP Ian West in the NSW parliament on 8th November 2005.

“I raise some disturbing matters concerning Hillsong, the business unit of Hillsong Emerge, and the Federal Government. The first matter concerns the Chief Executive Officer of Hillsong Emerge, Mr Leigh Coleman, who recently attempted to pay off the Riverstone Aboriginal Community Association in return for its silence on Hillsong Emerge's rip-off of taxpayer funding of just under $415,000 from the National Community Crime Prevention Program, administered by the Federal Attorney-General's Department, for use in Blacktown and Riverstone. It appears that Mr Coleman is not only acting in a decidedly un-Christian manner but perpetuating the destructive approach of Europeans since 1788 when Aborigines were moved out of their land and had their day-to-day lives controlled by a mission manager appointed by the Government of the time.” The full speech from Hansard is available at    

   http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3Key/LC20051108058
NEXT GROUP MEETING 

The next meeting is to be held at Kabbarli Aboriginal Home and Community Care Association premises 54B William Street, Moffat Beach, at 7pm on Thursday 26th  January

Eumundi Eu Beudy!

Following the October Indigenous forum I was - and am - interested in identifying Indigenous businesses on the Sunshine Coast. On Friday 21st October I ventured through driving rain, with my brother Ken who was visiting from his home in Italy, to beautiful Eumundi. I have written before on The Dilly Bag Dreamtime Place and Michael and Jo Connolly and Dale Chapman. They were not in - Friday is quiet day for Eumundi - but the business looked as impressive as I had known.  See contact details below. And check out the very comprehensive website http://www.dillybag.com.au/ 

But I had not yet visited Murra Wolka Creations. This is situated at 39 Memorial Drive Eumundi. Phone 54428939. The showroom is large and well stocked with quality product and is well worth a visit. It is not in the heart of Eumundi but parking on site is readily available and as much of its business is retailed elsewhere it does not require a town centre site. This too has a comprehensive web site www.murrawolka.com and email is usmob@murrawolka.com Facilities to order wholesale or retail on line are available on the website. 

Joe Skeen Jnr is the proprietor and Murra Wolka is a second generation Aboriginal owned and operated business providing authentic, quality products including boomerangs, white ant didjeridus, corroberee based artefacts and original paintings. Joe was not in when we called but Darcy made us welcome.

The business is committed to creating employment to Aboriginal people and their families. 

I also visited the Red Desert Gallery at 101-103 Memorial Drive. There was an exhibition of works by desert artist Kuddtji Tjungurrayi but I did not get a chance to speak to the person in charge. He seemed intent on locking the door although it was not closing time. I do not know whether it is Aboriginal owned. There is no indication on the website www.reddesertgallery.com.au of which artist is currently exhibiting and it may be that most business is directed to the online catalogue. Some of the very eminent artists referred to in the business card are not represented on the net.

Eumundi is well worth a visit to sample Indigenous art. I recommend a non market day when one can sample the Indigenous as well as the non indigenous in comfort.

Michael and Jo Connolly and Dale Chapman invite you to visit 
The Dilly Bag Dreamtime Place 
 the one stop cultural shop
Authentic Aboriginal Art & Craft by Michael J Connolly, Native Bush Tucker Products by Dale Chapman
71a Memorial Drive,  Eumundi  QLD  4562 Tel 5442 8888 [shop - Wednesday - Sunday] Office:  3880 1320
http://www.dillybag.com.au/   Email:  kullilla@dreamtime.auz.net 
Dale Chapman:  5485 1126 Jo Connolly 3880 1320

Bush Tucker workshops. Last Sunday of each month. 1pm to 3 pm at CWA Hall Eumundi. Cost of workshop includes tutorial, recipes, handouts, tastings, plus light refreshments provided on arrival.
walpara’s n.c.c.p.p. indigenous youth leadership project launch and celebrations

details
date

sat 17th dec  05

venue

quad park nicklin way, warana

11am

community celebration activities commence

5pm

official project launch (neat and casual dress)

Cost

voluntary gold coin donation for official program 

activities 

n.c.c.p.p leadership project display, entertainment, children’s activities, cultural dancers, BBQ, stalls and more 

official launch 

community leaders, local, state, and federal government representatives, youth groups, families and friends of Walpara and all other well wishers are warmly invited to join us in the community celebrations and activities.

The aim of the project is to build the capacity of indigenous young people to participate in decision making issues that affect them by expanding their knowledge, skills, and understanding through practical experiences and mentoring in a supportive environment.
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