
THE ISX/BLM ONLINE ñBACK ROOMò 

EXHIBITION OF NORTH EAST 

ARNHEM LAND (MIWATJ) BARK 

PAINTINGS

In this first ISX/BLM on-line exhibition we 

are offering 73 bark paintings for sale from 

Yirrkala's acclaimed Buku-Larrnggay Mulka 

Centre. To purchase a bark see p.3.
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"This is letting you know so you will learn from us. Learn 

from these words like we have learnt from you. Your 

knowledge, your education, your background, we are 

using it. Some of the law and some of the culture of yours. 

OK and in the same way you must learn..."

Djambawa Marawili, Senior Artist & Madarrpa clan leader 



How to Purchase A Bark

To purchase a painting simply note 

the artist and catalogue number and 

call the Buku-Larrnggay Mulka 

Centre on 08-8987-1701 or +61-8-

8987-1701 (international). Have 

your credit card handy.

When you order please note the BLM 

Art Crew are very special people. 

BLM will get a painting to you 

anywhere in the world at premium 

freight prices. However, the person 

you talk to on the phone is likely to be 

an artist, curator, printmaker, 

community supporter who has taken 

BLM to its unique position today. So 

be patient and if you are lucky you 

may even hear a little of the stories 

and images that are part of your 

painting.



About the Artist

Here, Nawurapu #2 paints his mother's 

clan designs. Wuyal the Ancestral 

Sugerbag Man while in Marrakulu clan 

country cut the sacred Gadayka (stringy 

bark tree) looking for native honey. One 

such tree was hollow, its falling path 

gouging the course for the Gurrkawuy 

River that has flowed ever since into Trial 

Bay. The Marrakulu sing these events 

during ceremony associated with the 

Wawalak myth. Djerrka the sacred 

freshwater goanna is said to have been 

carried down on this hollow log, down the 

Gurrkawuy river and out to sea on the out 

going tide to be brought back to shore on 

the change of tide. Djerrka the totem for 

the Marrakulu plays a large part in the 

mytholgy associated with this clan and in 

some circles the Goanna is seen as a 

manifestation of the Wawalak themselves 

and the ceremonial ground seen as a 

manifestation of the Hollow Log.

Yirritja moiety

Gurrumuru

Dhalwangu, Narrkala

Catalogue No:2657D

SP1

Price $355

29cmX61cm

Freight & Handling: $50-100

Each bark sold through the ISX 

website is fitted with a custom 

made aluminium hanging system. 

This provides an easy hanging 

point and is a museum practice 

conservation technique.

Link to Buku-Larrnggay Mulka 

Centre and more information on 

nuwuyak or bark painting

Nawurapu #2 

Wunungmurra


